
 

 

CITY OF DEMOREST 
City Council Meeting 

March 5, 2019 

Regular Session Meeting Minutes 

 

ATTENDEES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM I and II:  INVOCATION AND PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

The March 5, 2019 Demorest City Council regular monthly meeting was held in the Demorest Municipal 

Building located at 125 Ivy Street.  Councilwoman Wikle opened with the invocation and pledge to the 

flag. 

 

AGENDA ITEM III:  CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Austin called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.  

 

AGENDA ITEM III(A):  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Mayor Austin called for a motion to amend the agenda adding three items under New Business: 

(1) Christy Ryals for DDA Appointment 

(2) City Truck Discussion and Update 

(3) Department of Transportation Bridge Replacement Program 

A motion was made by Councilman Moore and seconded by Councilman Popham to accept the agenda 

as amended.   

 

ACTION:  The agenda was approved as amended (4-0) 

 

AGENDA ITEM III(B):  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Minutes from the February meetings of the Demorest City Council were presented for approval (4 

meetings) and Mayor Austin called for a motion to approve.  Such a motion was made by Councilman 

Moore and seconded by Councilman Popham. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve the minutes of the February meetings of the Demorest City Council 

was unanimously approved (4-0) 

 

AGENDA ITEM III(C):  APPEARANCE AND PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mayor Austin called for public comments.  There were none. 

 

AGENDA ITEM IV(A):  WOMAN’S CLUB WATER 

As addressed at the previous meeting, the Demorest Woman’s Club has not been billed for water or 

sewer services.  A decision was made to charge them at a RESIDENTIAL INSIDE RATE (minimum bill of 
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$35.00 per month for water and sewer, $1.15 for leak protection, and $12.00 per month for garbage) in 

exchange for occasional use of the building by the City.  Representatives from the Club declined the 

garbage service and it was agreed they will not be billed when service is disconnected in the winter.   

Attorney Homans will draw up an agreement accordingly.  Mr. Harkness volunteered to have his firm 

pay the bill.  Councilman Popham made a friendly amendment that the monthly bill for the Woman’s 

Club be $36.15.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Moore and all agreed. 

 

AGENDA ITEM IV(B):  SPEED BUMPS 

A request has been made for a speed bump on Hancock Road at the large curve.  Councilman Harkness 

suggested that other residents in the area be consulted before the bump is installed.  It was decided 

that Council will table the topic until the next work session.  A motion was made to that effect by 

Councilman Popham and was seconded by Councilman Moore. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to table the topic of the speed bump on Hancock Road until a later meeting was 

unanimously approved (4-0).   

 

AGENDA ITEM V(A):  CHRISTY RYALS FOR DDA APPOINTMENT 

Mayor Austin noted that new members are needed for the Demorest Downtown Development 

Authority.  He nominated Demorest citizen, Christy Ryals.  A motion was made by Councilwoman Wikle 

and was seconded by Councilman Moore to accept and approve the nomination.   

 

ACTION:  The motion to accept and approve the nomination of Christy Ryals to the Demorest 

Downtown Development Authority was unanimously approved (4-0).  

 

AGENDA ITEM V(B):  CITY TRUCK DISCUSSION AND UPDATE 

As was previously discussed, one of the water trucks was wrecked.  It was initially believed to be 

repairable but has now been declared a total loss.  The city will receive $13,000.00 for the truck in 

insurance money.  A verbal quote has been received from Jackie Jones Ford for an F250 4-wheel drive 

for $27,000.00.  Bryan Popham will obtain other quotes and bring to the next meeting for a vote.   

 

AGENDA ITEM V(C):   DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION BRIDGE REPLACEMENT PROGRAM 

Demorest received word some time ago that the State is planning to replace the bridge at Hazel Creek 

(Historic Hwy 441).  A new bridge will be built with the old one remaining at least partially usable during 

the process.  Initial plans indicated the new bridge would be placed on the side of the road where Hair 

Express and a car wash are located.  Mayor Austin made calls and had many conversations with the DOT 

in an effort to have the new bridge located on the other side (west side) of Hwy 441.  DOT has verbally 

agreed to re-examine their findings and re-open the case in order to study the placement of the new 

bridge on the other side of the road to accommodate those businesses that are potentially impacted.  

Mayor Austin will continue negotiations and will inform Council of updates as they become available.   
 

At this point, Ken Ranalli, Fire Chief, reported to Mayor and Council on issues discussed at the last 

meeting – warranties on recliners and bay doors.  He reported there is a lifetime warranty on the 

proposed recliners and he reiterated his request for four of them at a cost of approximately $880.00 

each.  Councilwoman Wikle made a motion to approve the request and purchase of the recliners and 

her motion was seconded by Councilman Moore. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve the purchase of the 4 recliners for the Fire Department at a cost of 

approximately $880.00 each was unanimously approved (4-0).   



 

 

 

Chief Ranalli further reported on the warranties for the bay doors.  There is no extended warranty and 

the annual service fee is $200.00.  The base warranty is one year – all inclusive with a three year 

warranty on the opener.  The total requested is $8,926.00. The cost of the bay doors was not included in 

the original renovation request.  Mayor Austin reminded Council the loan funds secured for the fire 

station renovations remain untouched and could be used for this request.  A motion was made by 

Councilwoman Wikle and seconded by Councilman Harkness to approve the purchase. 

 

ACTION: The motion to approve the purchase in the amount of $8,926.00 for two bay doors for the fire 

department was unanimously approved (4-0).   

 

AGENDA ITEM VI:  CONSIDERATION OF MOTION TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS 

PROPERTY, PENDING LITIGATION OR PERSONNEL MATTER IN ACCORDANCE WITH OCGA 50-14-1 

Mayor Austin called for a motion to adjourn into Executive Session.  Councilman Popham made such a 

motion and was seconded by Councilman Moore and the motion was unanimously approved (4-0).  This 

part of the Regular Session was adjourned at 6:54 p.m. 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM VII:  MOTION TO ADJOURN 

The meeting adjourned back into Regular Session at 8:21 p.m.  With no motions made in Executive 

Session, Councilman Popham made a motion to adjourn the meeting and was seconded by Councilman 

Moore.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:23 p.m.   
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Rick Austin, Mayor of Demorest 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Kim Simonds, City Clerk 


